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Logline
A woman (Juliette Lewis) swaps bodies with a chair,

and everyone likes her better as a chair in a surreal,
deadpan comedy from director Amanda Kramer.

Summary

Upon seeing a gorgeous chair in a showroom, Camille (Juliette Lewis) realizes that she truly envies the life of this
perfect piece of furniture. If only she could be someone’s favorite thing. When she and the chair swap forms,
Camille learns that she is better liked as an inanimate object than she was as a person: her mother (Betty
Buckley) finds her to be a better listener, and her best friends (Samantha Mathis and Robin Tunney) enjoy a
newfound, friction-free rapport. As the chair, Camille is unable to speak or move and winds up in the hands of
Olivier (Mamoudou Athie), a minimalist bachelor who gradually becomes romantically fixated on his elegant
new possession. Narrated by Melanie Griffith, this modern fable celebrates the messiness of female interiority
with deadpan humor, surrealist flourishes, and interpretative dance numbers. An absurdist spin on the body-
swap comedy, By Design is a bold new work from singular filmmaker Amanda Kramer.
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Director’s Statement e

Body horror rarely includes dance, instead focusing on gore. | don't relate to blood, but | do relate to the trappings of my form:; the claustrophobic
desire to burst out of it. We make so much out of objectification and yet won't go the distance to mythologize what REAL objectification might look
like. There are many films where women swap bodies - with successful men, younger women, "hotter' women - and none where they exchange shape
with something truly horrific: the unmoving object.

In each film | attempt to master a Brechtian distance and playful artifice. My work revels in theatricality and bold kabukiesque character design. In "Please Baby Please"
and "Give Me Pity!" | had the opportunity to work with choreographers and dancers who provided my universe with an uplift, melodrama, and flow. Here I've worked with
the brilliant Sigrid Lauren to create furniture made of dancer's bodies, a company of objects come to life.

Bold art is a radical act. Work now is so mired in an artist's background, their history/context, that it can feel like qualification over quality. The vanity of the self is
exhausting. | want what is beautiful and tragic, elegant and guttural, lost and found. | want to be infinitely unknowable, to build a mystery. That's far more artistically and
intellectually stimulating/inspirational than continually revealing myself within my "categories." By Design is up for interpretation, and | welcome all ways it makes a viewer
feel.

This film has an ALL ART approach - painting, sculpture, dance, acting, fashion, digital media. It's vital that cinema not lose its art language, and vital that fine art not insist
on being anti-entertainment. With each genre-bending, form-fucking project | come closer to infusing cinema with the live essence that | worship in dance, theatre,
performance art and opera. If | can create a contemporary compulsion for absurdist theatre and modern dance, mesh narrative and experimentation, and reinvigorate
the idea of underground "microbudget’ cinema, then 'm happy as a gorgeous chair,

Influences for this particular project: Joanna Hogg's short "Caprice," Fassbinder's "Chinese Roulette," Mark Rappaport's "The Scenic Route," Cynthia Scott's "Flamenco at 5:15;"
the stagings of Robert Wilson and Samuel Beckett, Cafe Muller by Pina Bausch, the original "Freaky Friday," early Donna Karan, George Michael's "Father Figure' video,
Alchimia furniture, Claes Oldenburg sculpture, Tim Burton's "Beetlejuice," department store displays/window design, Patricia Charbonnaeu's performance in "Call Me,"
Sandra Bernhart's expressionistic monologuing in "Without You I'm Nothing," the painterly attitude of Peter Greenaway:.
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'ROBIN TUNNEY | “IRENE”

Robin Tunney, was most recen’rlly seen in @ recurring role in
Jason Katims' drama for Apple TV, “Dear Edward,” opposite
Connie Britton and Taylor Schilling. Robin is most well-known
for her leading roles in Fox’s “Prison Break” CBS’ “The Mentalist”
and most recently, ABC’s “The Fix,” which was written and
produced by famed attorney Marcia Clark. Robin made her
film debut in 1992's ENCINO MAN, and quickly rose to
prominence with her roles in cult closs_i_'c films such as EMPIRE
RECORDS, THE CRAFT and NIAGARA, NIAGARA for which she
was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award. She also

recently appeared in the Netflix feature film HORSEGIRL

opposite Allison Brie and Molly Shannon.
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MIRANDA BAILEY | “Diane the Wailing Woman,” Producer

As the CEO of Cold Iron Pictures, Miranda Bailey is a Spirit and Gotham award-winning producer, director and actress. Bailey is thrilled that Cold Iron’s latest
film, in collaboration with Smudge Films (I SAW THE TV GLOW), Amanda Kramer’s BY DESIGN will be opening the Sundance Film Festival 2025 NEXT
Category. Bailey also produced Morrisa Maltz's JAZZY, which premiered at Tribeca 2024 and is currently nominated for the John Cassevetes Award and Best
Editing Independent Spirit Award. Bailey's other recent projects include: Kit Williamson's UNCONVENTIONAL, a Revry Original Series; GOD'S COUNTRY, which
premiered at Sundance 2022; and THE BOY WITH THE LIGHT BLUE EYES, a Greek-language feature film. Bailey's producing career spans over two decades,
during which she became known for uplifting new talent and putting up-and-coming directors on the map. She produced Noah Baumbach’s THE SQUID AND
THE WHALE, James Gunn’s SUPER, Marielle Heller's THE DIARY OF A TEENAGE GIRL, and the radical directors DANIELS’ first film SWISS ARMY MAN. In addition
to Cold lron Pictures, Miranda Bailey is an actress and director. Her documentary THE PATHOLOGICAL OPTIMIST and comedy Feature, BEING FRANK, starring
Jim Gaffigan, gained several film festival awards. In 2018, unsatisfied with the number of female film critics and jobs for female film journalists, Miranda
founded CherryPicks, a female-fronted film and tv review site aimed at growing the voices and critical writings of women and nonbinary writers.
www.TheCherryPicks.com

MELANIE GRIFFITH | “Narrator”

Melanie Griffith received an Academy Award nomination, a BAFTA nomination and won a Golden Globe award for her memorable role as Tess McGill in
Mike Nichol's smash hit WORKING GIRL. In 2003, she made her Broadway musical debut in Chicago as the fame-hungry Roxie Hart, impressing critics and
audiences alike.
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Griffith's performance opposite Liev Schreiber, John Malkovich and James Cromwell in the HBO movie RKO 281 earned her both an Emmy and Golden Globe
nomination. She received rave reviews for her performances in the following films — CRAZY IN ALABAMA, directed by Antonio Banderas, Larry Clark's
ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE, and Woody Allen's CELEBRITY, opposite Kenneth Branagh. She also provided the voice of 'Margalo' in Sony's family hit, STUART
LITTLE 2. Griffith has collaborated with some of the film industry's most important directors. Her career began at age sixteen in Arthur Penn's NIGHT MOVES.
She then appeared in the murder mystery THE DROWNING POOL starring Paul Newman, gained attention as a starlet who holds the missing piece to the
murder puzzle in Brian de Palma's BODY DOUBLE, and then co-starred in Jonathan Demme's off-beat comedy-drama SOMETHING WILD. She received
Golden Globe nominations for her roles in both BODY DOUBLE and SOMETHING WILD. She went on to star in Mike Figgis' stylish film noir STORMY MONDAY
with Tommy Lee Jones and Sting, Robert Redford's THE MILAGRO BEANFIELD WAR, and John Schlesinger's psychological thriller PACIFIC HEIGHTS opposite
Michael Keaton and Matthew Modine. Reteaming with director Brian de Palma, she starred with Tom Hanks and Bruce Willis in BONFIRE OF THE VANITIES,
before joining Michael Douglas and Liam Neeson in the World War |l espionage romance SHINING THROUGH. After starring in PARADISE with Don Johnson,
Griffith followed with Sidney Lumet's police drama A STRANGER AMONG US, a remake of Garson Kanin's BORN YESTERDAY, and Robert Benton's NOBODY'S
FOOL opposite Paul Newman. Her other film credits include Richard Benjamin's charming comedy MILK MONEY opposite Ed Harris, a cameo role in NOW
AND THEN, Fernando Trueba's TWO MUCH, starring Antonio Banderas and Daryl Hannah, Lee Tamahori's MULHOLLAND FALLS with Nick Nolte, Adrian Lyne's
controversial film LOLITA, John Waters' CECIL B. DEMENTED, the crime thriller TEMPO, SHADE opposite Sylvester Stallone and Gabriel Byrne, Suri Krishnamma'’s
DARK TOURIST, and AUTOMATA.

On television, Griffith starred in the comedy “Twins,” opposite Sara Gilbert. She also starred in the miniseries “Buffalo Girls,” which earned her a Golden Globe
nomination, and starred with James Woods in the HBO film “Women & Men: Hills Like White Elephants” She also appeared in the casino drama “Viva
Laughlin” Griffith’'s other TV credits include a guest star on the TV comedy series “Raising Hope,” USA network’s TV movie “Call Me Crazy,” CBS’ “Hawaii 5-0
and Hulu's “The Path’”

In 2001, Griffith was honored with a Special Festival Award for her body of work at the Cannes Film Festival. In 2014, Melanie was honored with the Taormina
Arte Award in Taormina, Italy. Her most recent on-screen credits include the independent feature DAY OUT OF DAYS for writer/director Zoe Cassavetes, as
well as the Hallmark feature JL RANCH with Jon Voight. She was most recently seen in THE PIRATES OF SOMALIA with Evan Peters and Al Pacino, THE
DISASTER ARTIST with James Franco and Seth Rogen, THE HIGH NOTE with Dakota Johnson, and starred as Mrs. Robinson in the play “The Graduate” at The
Laguna Playhouse in March 2018. Griffith can also be seen in a guest starring role in Showtime's “SMILF”
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MADISON MCKINLEY | “Sarah the Stockist,” Executive Producer

Born and raised in Vail, Colorado, Madison McKinley started modeling at the age of 16. Her ethereal beauty resulted in having her included in Mode
magazine as one of the 100 Most Beautiful Women. After an appearance on the TV series 30 Rock, she fell in love with acting and segued into the thespian
realm. Her film credits include THE WOLF OF WALL STREET with Leonardo DiCaprio and MOLLY’S GAME starring Jessica Chastain. On TV she has guest

” o«

starred in numerous series such as “Damages,” “Orange is the New Black,” and “Vinyl” which reunited her with Martin Scorsese, amongst others.

During the Covid pandemic Madison moved to Mexico and took time to reassess what she wanted to do artistically. It was always her dream to produce as
well as act. With an eye towards the business of entertainment and a desire to see quality projects being made she jumped into producing. She recently
had her first short ITSY BITSY debut at the Hollywood Shorts Festival. Reuniting with her childhood friend Miranda Bailey, the duo decided to collaborate on
their first feature film which was accepted into the Sundance Film Festival, BY DESIGN, just chosen by Vogue Magazine as a film to watch. Madison fell in
love with the innovative script about a woman who body swaps with a chair which results in everyone liking her better. Feeling like an inanimate object is
something that most people can identify with, and the creative and thought-provoking story is something that she believes will deeply resonate. Their next
project is the LGBTQ+ TV series “Unconventional” starring Kit Williamson which will debut on Revry in February. She is passionate about giving a voice to
marginalized groups.

Madison supports Point of Pride, an organization that provides life-changing healthcare services for trans people. She loves snowboarding, skiing and scuba
diving and resides between Colorado and Mexico.
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MIRANDA BAILEY | Producer, Actor

Please see the above section.

SARAH WINSHALL | Producer

Sarah Winshall is a creative producer and the founder of the independent production company, Smudge Films. She was awarded the 2025 Independent
Spirit Producer's Award, launched the Los Angeles Festival of Movies in 2024, in 2023 received the Dear Producer Award, and was a 2022 Gotham/Cannes
Producers Network Fellow. Her latest film, BY DESIGN (dir. Amanda Kramer), will premiere at the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. Other recent films include: |
SAW THE TV GLOW (dir. Jane Schoenbrun, A24), GOOD ONE (dir. India Donaldson), and DREAM TEAM (dirs. Lev Kalman & Whitney Horn). Previous work has
played at Cannes, Sundance, Berlinale, SXSW, New Directors/New Films, CPH:DOX, Outfest, Rotterdam, at MoMA, and on the Criterion Channel.

NATALIE WHALEN | Producer

Natalie Whalen began her career in ICM's International and Independent department. She currently serves as President at Cold Iron Pictures | Film Arcade.
Whalen executive produced THE UNKNOWN COUNTRY directed by Morrisa Maliz starring Academy Award nominee Lily Gladstone and produced Maliz'
follow up feature JAZZY which premiered at Tribeca Film Festival 2024. She is nominated as a producer on JAZZY for the 2025 Spirit Awards. Most recently,
Whalen produced Amanda Kramer’s BY DESIGN starring Juliette Lewis which will premiere at Sundance 2025 and produced Kit Williamson'’s independent TV
Series UNCONVENTIONAL which will be distributed by Revry. Previously, Whalen served as co-executive producer on the Sundance western thriller GOD'S
COUNTRY starring Thandiwe Newton, as co-producer on Jake Paltrow's JUNE ZERO, and as associate producer on Hulu’s THE AMAZING JONATHAN.

MADISON MCKINLEY | Executive Producer

Please see the above section.
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PATRICK MEADE JONES | Director of Photography

Patrick Meade Jones is a cinematographer known for his work across film, music videos, and commercials, collaborating closely with directors to craft
distinctive visual styles. He has worked with director Amanda Kramer on five films, including the upcoming 2025 Sundance premiere BY DESIGN. A native of
the Chicago suburbs, Patrick moved to Los Angeles to study Film and Television at Loyola Marymount University, where he developed a deep
understanding of how filmmaking techniques can both help and challenge unique cinematic visions. Starting out as a film loader and digital imaging
technician, he assisted other DPs making the transition from film to digital. His early short films ANDROID LOVE and IDIOT BOX garnered recognition from
the International Cinematographers Guild Emerging Cinematographer Awards in 2009 and 2010. Over the years, Patrick has shot music videos for artists
like Billie Eilish, Imagine Dragons, Leon Bridges, Magdalena Bay, and Weezer, and commercials for top brands like Instagram, Pinterest, Gucci, Go Daddy,
Amazon, and VW. Passionate about independent film, his short CAN, directed by Kailee McGee, won the Audience Award at the 2024 SXSW Film Festival,
while his feature PLEASE BABY PLEASE earned the Grand Jury Award at the 2022 Outfest Film Festival.

BENJAMIN SHEARN | Editor

Benjamin Shearn is a film editor and writer. His work has played at Sundance, South by Southwest, Berlinale, Tribeca, BFl London, CPH:DOX, Fantastic Fest,
Fantasia, TIFF: Next Wave, Edinburgh, Outfest, MIFF, Beyond Fest, Sitges, ComicCon San Diego and the Frontieres Showcase at Cannes. Shearn’s most
recent work BY DESIGN is premiering opening night of the 2025 Sundance Film festival in the NEXT section, and a retrospective of his collaboration with
filmmaker Amanda Kramer was featured at the 2022 Rotterdam Film Festival. Projects Shearn has edited for have been featured in Variety, Sight & Sound,
New York Times, The Guardian, Art Forum, Film Comment, L A. Times, Senses of Cinema, Nowness, Mubi Notebook, AV Club, Film Threat, Paste Magazine
and Film School Rejects.

SOPHIE HARDEMAN | Costume Designer

Sophie Hardeman is a Duftch-born, Los Angeles—based fashion and costume designer. Her work merges traditional workwear with high-end couture,
reflecting an of-the-moment perspective. Hardeman’s designs engage contemporary ideologies while challenging myths of mass culture, gender identity,
and conformity. Working fluidly between fashion and costume, she develops stories that drive both character building and design evolution.
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GRACE SURNOW | Production Designer

Grace Surnow is a production designer based in Los Angeles. She has been nominated for a VMA and has worked with a variety of artists and brands
including Charli XCX, Haim, Billie Eilish, Alex Prager, Gucci, Adidas and more. With a background in sculpture, she has developed her style through
heightened visuals in the art, fashion, and commercial realm. By Design is her first feature.

CHAIR

Designed by Emile Baumann, a Swiss man, in the early 1900s, who started a furniture company called "Baumann.” It was big in France, which is where the
chair was sourced from. He started by making children’s chairs and expanded from there, becoming well-known for simple bentwood style chairs. The
chair is from the 1950s, per the seller. (It may have been used as a urinal.)
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Credits

Writer/Director - Amanda Kramer
Producers - Miranda Bailey, Sarah Winshall, Jacob Agger, Natalie Whalen
Executive Producers - Madison McKinley, James Belfer, Karen Belfer, Jason Beck, Lauren Mann,
Riccardo Maddalosso, Topher Lin, Alex Bach, Kyra Rogers, Todd Remis
Co Producers - Kat Barnette, Mireia Vilanova

Director of Photography - Patrick Meade Jones
Editor - Benjamin Shearn
Production Designer - Grace Surnow
Costume Designer - Sophie Hardeman
Composers - Giulio Carmassi and Bryan Scary
Music Supervisor - Taylor Rowley
Choreographer - Sigrid Lauren
Makeup Department Head - Anouck Sullivan
Hair Department Head - Nevada Raffaele
Sound Producer - Alexandra Fehrman
Line Producer - Kat Barnette
First Assistant Director - Patrick Weir
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Cast

Camille - Juliette Lewis
Olivier - Mamoudou Athie
Lisa - Samantha Mathis
Irene - Robin Tunney
Marta - Alisa Torres
Jacob the Stalker - Clifton Collins Jr.
Gary - Keir Gilchrist
Sarah the Stockist - Madison McKinley
Diane the Wailing Woman - Miranda Bailey
Gio - Cristo Montt
Regina - Bridey Elliott
Esther - Greer Cohen
Tara - Jessie-Ann Kohlman
Len - Sophie von Haselberg
Sheila the Intern - Ruby Cruz
The Journalist - Michelle Farrah Huang
The Art Director - Jim Chapa
The Photographer - Cricket Arrison
The Mover - Isaac Britt
With Udo Kier as Aldo Fabbri
and Betty Buckley as Cynthia
and Melanie Griffith as the Narrator

Company Dancers - Liana Kleinman, Gigi Todisco, Annalise Gehling, Jordan Gaskin, Sigrid Lauren MUSIC
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Crew

Production Manager - Allison Bunce
Second Assistant Director - David Waton
Script Supervisor - Abbey Spacil
Production Coordinator - Emmett Kowalski
Production Assistants - Miles Cohen, Jason Marrs, Anthony Frederick

Camera Operator - Terra Gutmann-Gonzalez
A First Assistant Camera - Melisse Sporn
B First Assistant Camera - Kyle Summers
2nd Assistant Camera - Milana Burdette
Camera Utility - Brook Lee Karner

Art Director - Anjélica Vasquez
Property Master - T Marsh
Lead Man - Kevin Lopez
On-Set Dressers - Evelyn Jimenez, Brenda Gomez

Set Dressers - Daniel Oregel, Jose Lopez, Carmen Burroughs
Construction Coordinator - Dustin Ruegger
Builders - Andrew Considine, Toby Bennett, Andre Rodriguez, Zacary Rojas-Gracie
Scenic - Anne Gormley
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Crew

Gaffer - Nate Thompson
Best Electrics - Lincoln Webb, Eric Gilbert
Electric - Jesse Lee
Key Grip - Carl Stewart
Best Grip - David Kinchen
Grips - Niklas Weikert, Daniel Wyland, Sully Perez, Riley Prichard

Assistant Costume Designer - Jacquelinne Cingolani
Costume Production Assistant - Sean Powell

Hair Department Head - Nevada Raffaele
Makeup Department Head - Anouck Sullivan
Hair Assistant - Glenda Thompson
Key Makeup Artist - Angelique Fox
Makeup Assistants - Sarah Bonnel, Sussy Campos

Sound Mixer - Gloria Marie
Additional Sound Mixer, Boom Operator - Fiona Gaye
Boom Operator, A2 - Alan Arguelles
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Crew

Accountant - Maggie Dunlap
Set Medic - Chari Watkins
Additional Set Medic - Lindsay Thompson
Stunt Coordinator - Brandon Melendy
Intimacy Coordinator - Logan Davis
Stand Ins - Dario Lee, Kirstin Racicot
Set Photographers - Jason Al-Taan, Katherine Rosario

Assistant Editor - Kyle Boberg
Music Editing - Rebeca Arango

Post Production Coordinator - Julia Stier
Color and Finish by Picture Shop
Finishing Colorist - Alan Louis Gordon
Finishing Producer - Nancy Fuller

Finishing Executive - Derek Eby

Title Design by Jim Chapa
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Crew

Re-recording Mixer - Josh Aude
Dialogue Editor - Kai Scheer
Sound Designer - Cathryn Wang
Additional Sound Design - Benjamin L. Cook
Sound FX Editor - Daniel McNamara, MPSE
Foley Artist - Mike H. Miller
Foley Mixer - Chris Stucker
Stage Technician - Ally Hustings

Loop Group - Katy Fullan, Jessie-Ann Kohlman
VEX Services Provided by New Compositions: Matt Lathrom, Cameron McManus, Jamie Parreno and Agate Pictures: Paul Santagada

DCP Packaging/Delivery Consultant Bradford Operations: Samuel Gursky
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ABOUT MUSIC BOX FILMS

Music Box Films is the prestigious North American distributor of acclaimed international, independent, and
documentary feature films. Recent releases include Cannes Directors’ Fortnight baseball comedy Eephus by Carson
Lund; Sarah Friedland’s Venice prize-winning coming-of-old-age drama, Familiar Touch, starring Kathleen Chalfant;

Angus MaclLachlan’s poignant family portrait, A Little Prayer, starring David Strathairn; and Charlie Shackleton's
Sundance award-winning true-crime autocritique, Zodiac Killer Project. Upcoming releases include the Dardennes’
Belgian Oscar Entry, Young Mothers; Amanda Kramer’s Sundance body swapping comedy starring Juliette Lewis,

By Design; and Francois Ozon's Albert Camus adaptation, The Stranger. Music Box Films is independently owned
and operated by the Southport Music Box Corporation, which also owns and operates the Music Box Theatre,
Chicago’s premier venue for independent and foreign films. For more information, visit www.musicboxfilms.com.
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